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ROUNDUP 

Detra makes it look easy in Tarpon Invitational 
BY DONNIE WILKIE 
CORRESPONDENT 

PUNTA GORDA -- If there's one thing that separates Austin Detra from most of the other 439 swimmers 
who crowded into the South County Regional Park pool for the Tarpon Invitational, it's pain. 
 
Or, more precisely, how he handles it. 
 
"He can endure a lot of discomfort," said Sarasota Christian coach Steve Brown. "There comes a certain 
time in every race when the pain overcomes the mental part of it, and (Detra) keeps going. 
 
"It sounds easy, but it's actually very difficult." 
 
The Blazers' Detra, a 16-year-old junior who finished third in two events at last year's Class 1A state meet, 
made it look easy Saturday, winning a pair of sprints (50-yard and 100-yard freestyles) and tying Otavio 
Carvalaho's five-year-old meet record in the 50 -- a new wrinkle for a distance swimmer who already has 
qualified for the 2008 Olympic Trials at 1,500 meters. 
 
Riverview swept to the boys and girls team titles, with the Rams' boys edging Naples Gulf Coast 247-244. 
Those two schools had the fastest lanes for a highly anticipated 400-yard freestyle relay showdown, but rain 
prevented the last event from getting out of the blocks. 
 
Detra will likely swim longer distances -- the 200 and 500 -- as the high school season progresses. 
 
Surprisingly, there was more gain than pain in the season's first major meet, which included 19 schools: 
 
Venice sophomore Tyler Revels won four times, breaking a meet record in the 100 breaststroke (1:03.32), 
winning the 200 IM (2:07.30) and joining forces with senior Steven Taylor, junior Chip Whittemore and 
sophomore Mark Cox to win both relays, the 200 free and 200 medley. 
 
Booker's Ashley Largo, a double state champion two years ago, shattered the meet record in the 500 
freestyle by nearly eight seconds and teamed with Kata Fodor, McKayla Lightbourn and Kelsey Clark to win 
the 200 medley relay. Fodor won the 50 and 100 freestyles, while Lightbourn triumphed in the 200 individual 
medley. 
 
Riverview seniors Caitlin Hudak and Kelly Kane, junior Blair Collins and sophomore Corinne Showalter set 
a meet mark in the 200 freestyle relay (1:44.18). 
 
The Rams' Drew Crete was the other double winner, in the 100 butterfly (57.29) and 500 freestyle (5:02.30). 
Teammate Rocky Raybon got a first in the girls' 100 backstroke (1:02.33). 
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